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follows that there must be Christian men and women still abroad
in a neopagan world who have never renounced their Christian
birthright of citizenship in the Civitas Dei in order to become the
subjects of King Mammon or King Moloch. 'Peradventure there be
fifty righteous within the city' ? and a glance at the American slave
mission-field will show us some of these persistent Christians at
work; for the American Negro convert to Christianity does not,
of course, really owe his conversion to the ministrations of a
plantation-gang overseer with a Bible in one hand and a whip in
the other. The real workers of the miracle have been the John G.
Fees2 and the Peter Clavers.
In this miracle of the slaves* conversion to the ancestral religion
of their masters we can see the familiar schism between the Proleta-
riat and Dominant Minority being healed in our Western body
social by a Christianity which our dominant minority has been
trying to repudiate; and the conversion of the American Negro
servile wing of our modern Western internal proletariat is only
one among the triumphs of a latter-day Christian missionary
activity. The eighteenth-century Methodist preachers who sowed
the seed of Christianity in the hearts of the North American slaves
were at the same time converting other members of the same
internal proletariat who were neither slaves in status nor Negroes
in physique: for example, the remote backwoodsmen in the Appa-
lachian mountains and the neglected slum-dwellers in the nascent
mining and industrial areas of Wales and Northern England. Nor
has the Christian revival in a paganized Western World been
confined to the Revivalist Movement in the Protestant Churches.
In our post-war generation, in which the lately brilliant prospects
of a neopagan dominant minority have been rapidly growing dim,
the sap of life is visibly flowing once again through all the branches
of our Western Christendom; and this spectacle suggests that
perhaps, after all, the next chapter in our Western history may not
follow the lines of the final chapter in the history of Hellenism.
Instead of seeing some new church spring from the ploughed-up
soil of an internal proletariat in order to serve as the executor and
residuary legatee of a civilization that has broken down and gone
into disintegration, we may yet live to see a civilization which has
tried and failed to stand alone, being saved, in spite of itself, from
a fatal fall by being caught in the arms of an ancestral church
which it has vainly striven to push away and keep at arm's length.
In that event a tottering civilization which has shamefully
1  Genesis xviii. 24.
2  See Fee, John Gregg: Autobiography (Chicago 1891, National Christian Associa-
tion).